[Global influenza surveillance].
Global influenza surveillance is run by WHO Global Influenza Programme in collaboration with WHO Global Influenza Surveillance Network. Network partners collect specimens in their countries, perform primary virus isolation and preliminary antigenic characterization. They ship newly isolated strains to WHO Collaboration Centers for high level antigenic and genetic analysis, the result of which forms the basis for WHO recommendations on the composition of influenza vaccine for the Northern and Southern Hemisphere each year. The WHO Influenza Surveillance Network serves also as a global alert mechanism for the emergence of influenza viruses with pandemic potential.